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Francesca De Martini

 We are developing a
unified Welcome to Life

Science video to provide an
introduction to our field of

study and an overview of the
resources available to assist

our students.”

FRANCESCA DE MARTINI, PH.D.,
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR FOR

THE GRANT

EDUCATION

Grant provides additional
support for MCC life science
students
Posted Thursday, April 29, 2021 11:03 am

Life science faculty members from Mesa Community College and
Chandler-Gilbert Community College recently received a $11,000
Maricopa Center for Learning and Innovation Horizon Grant for
spring/fall 2021.

With the funding the colleges are developing a teaching model
designed to improve student success and reduce withdrawal rates
in life science courses by embedding skill building and support
systems into the curriculum, according to a release.

Participating MCC Life Science faculty are Francesca De Martini,
Ph.D., principal investigator for the grant; Erica Morley, Ph.D. and
Luke Mumaw. Participating CGCC Life Science faculty are
Jacqueline Cala, Hannah Phipps-Yonas, Ph,D. and Kimberley
Patterson, DVM. MCC counseling faculty Elena Matus McDonald
and Pandi Bromley, with the MCC Foundations for Student Success
program, will aid in presenting workshops.

“We are developing a unified Welcome to Life Science video to
provide an introduction to our field of study and an overview of the
resources available to assist our students,” Ms. De Martini said in
the release. “We’ve added skill-building workshops into our

curriculum and are monitoring student progress. Course embedded tutors are checking in with
students appearing to need additional assistance.”

Biology classes recorded high withdrawal rates during the COVID-19 pandemic. Research shows
that academic interactions between students and faculty and participation in peer study groups
increase retention rates, which is the goal of this grant, the release states.

“We are confident our model will increase success rates of biology students who may struggle with
course formats other than in person and those who, in general, need additional support and
encouragement to successfully complete,” Ms. Patterson, division chair of CGCC Biological
Sciences, said in the release. “Ideally the success of our model will encourage other disciplines to
implement the strategies and pursue grant opportunities to support their efforts.”
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BY APPOINTMENT ONLY +   Jazz Joy and Roy
Global Radio SUN CITY Accepting new
listeners daily. Accepting October thru March DJ
orders for weddings, parties, …

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY +   Nexa Mortgage -
Scottsdale Team SCOTTSDALE I am your
virtual loan officer, available over the phone or
video to answer your specific questions …

BY APPOINTMENT ONLY +   Jackson Pauly
Realtor w/ Realty ONE Group SURPRISE

Helping Sun City West residents buy or sell their home, especially
in the new build community. I am …

TAKING NEW CLIENTS +   GK WebDesigns
PEORIA Design and Development of Websites.
Appointments virtually or by phone.
Consultations are held …

WE'RE OPEN +   New Start Realty &
Relocation SURPRISE We are still taking
moving customers and real estate clients. We
practice social distancing and …

Tell us about your business
status!
This feature allows any business to spread the
word about whether you are open or closed;
whether you are offering curbside or delivery
services; or how to connect with you virtually. 

Posting your basic information takes 30 seconds
and it's FREE. 

Additional options allow you to post deals or
offers; expand your listing to include a logo, photo
or map or post a brochure or menu; and you can
get your listing published in our print editions. 

This is a challenging time, but we're here to help
you get through this.
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World's Most Expensive
Sneakers Will Order Your
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(NewsUSA) - March Madness returns this year,
after a pandemic-imposed hiatus in 2020. As a
result, basketball fans, sneaker fans, pizza fans,
and anyone else might be feeling a little extra …
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Newsy news story this week (More tomorrow) - 
Surprise Planning & Zoning says no to Paloma 
Creek rezone: County residents argue plans 
disruptive to area, wildlife #development 
#realestate #Surprise #rural #desert 
#AZNEWSMEDIA @AZSurprise 
@maricopacounty 
yourvalley.net/stories/surpri…
  

 

Richard Smith
@RsmithYWV

Surprise Planning & Zoning says no to Palom…
Surprise city planners described the proposed 10-
acre Enclave at Paloma Creek IV annexation north
of the community’s current boundaries as sticking
up like a thumb. To most Maricopa County …
yourvalley.net
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